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Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to telecommunications. 
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Background 

A mobile telephone creates more opportunities for people to talk with each 
other, especially while in public places. 

This expanded ability to converse has some negative aspects brought about 
by talk being an easy-to-use, expressive, and also noisy activity. 

There are several ways that people attempt to deal with the situation of 
having private conversations while in a public place. First, individuals may be 
noisy in their conversation. This approach requires judgment about when privacy 
is not an overriding concem or when talk would be considered acceptable or too 
important to miss in a given situation. 

Second, an individual may talk quietly. It is not unconmion to see a 
telephone user in a comer of the room in an attempt to shield a conversation. This 
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